
 

St Martha Parish Council 

Parish Council Meeting Thursday 9 April 2026 

 

Chair’s Report   

Upgrades to the North Downs Line Tangley Crossing 
Sir Jeremy Hunt MP has written to Network Rail after attending a meeting on Friday 13 March 

at Chilworth Village Hall, arranged by one of the residents of New Road Chilworth. I have also 

been in correspondence with NT and they have gone away to look further into efficiencies 

around barrier down times, are talking to Surrey Highways about signage along the road 

relating to vehicle omissions, and are hopefully actioning lighting issues.  They say they can do 

nothing about the decibel levels of the Yodel alarms as they are set at their lowest allowed 

setting. They are checking about accidental use of the alarms.  

 

Meeting with Surrey Fire and Rescue to discuss resilience to Heathland Fires  

The meeting I organized between Marli Holland, Rural Affairs Office for Surrey Fire & Rescue 

and a number of organizations responsible for heathland/public open spaces in this part of 

Surrey took place on 23 March.  16 attended, including landowners/operators and rangers, 

the National Trust, Waverley Borough Council, the Albury Estate, Friends of the Hurtwood, 

Wonersh Parish Council, myself and Debbie Toynbee from St Martha PC, 2 Surrey County 

Councillors and Guildford Borough Councillors.  There was a presentation by Surrey Fire and 

Rescue which included some drone footage of the Blackheath wildfire back in August followed 

by lots of general discussion.  This will hopefully result in closer co-operation, consideration 

of better strategies, and more effective operations to enhance fire resilience.  I will be putting 

up Surrey Fire & Rescue posters on our Parish notice boards highlighting the dangers of 

Wildfires and I talked to the top year children at Chilworth School about wildfires on a visit to 

Blackheath Common. 

 

St Martha Parish Council Emergency Plan  

A Parish Council working group met on 31 March to consider a Parish Emergency Plan.  Further 

work on this is now in progress.  The Plan will be shared with Surrey County Council, Shalford 

Community Council, Chilworth Care Committee and possibly others. 

 

Platform Planters at Chilworth Station  

Calli Dracos, of Dorking Road Chilworth, now has had training from GWR concerning safety on 

the railway platforms.  

 

Road Safety proposals for outside Chilworth School 

A resident of Dorking Road has written to me expressing grave concerns about the proposed 

traffic calming measures for outside Chilworth School.  I have written to the SCC School Road 

Safety Team asking that the Parish Council be sent a copy of the design for the proposed layout 



as it will have implications for our residents.  I also asked about any consultation process. I am 

awaiting a response. 

 

Farnborough Airport  

Below for information is a copy of a recent press release from Farnborough Airport. 

 


